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The Swede 
on the move
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AFTER 4 YEARS OF TOP LEVEL INTERNATIONAL KARTING, FROM JUNIOR TO THE SENIOR RANKS, PDB RACING 
TEAM DRIVER VIKTOR OBERG MOVED UP TO THE GEARBOX CLASS IN THE PURSUIT OF WHAT SO FAR THE FAST 
SWEDE HAS BEEN MISSING: A MAJOR INTERNATIONAL TROPHY.
REPORT S.MURTAS / PHOTOS A.CINTI, VROOM ARCHIVE

ICA, KF3, KF2, KZ2. This is 
Viktor Oberg’s progression in 
international karting, and two are 
his trademarks: he’s very fast, 
and he’s one of Peter de Bruijn’s 

PDB Racing team most loyal drivers, 
as PDB has been Viktor’s only team 
since he started racing. Viktor is one of 
the fastest guys on track, who’s been 
kissed by lady-luck not as often as he 
would have deserved. For the record, 
Viktor can boast only one international 
victory, the 2007 Lonato Winter Cup 
in KF3. But what the young Swede 
certainly is not short of is speed. Always 
fi ghting with the top drivers, Viktor is 
capable of incredible speed and exciting 
performances, like last year when he 
fi nished 4th in the World Cup for KF2 in 
Alcaniz at less than half a second from 
the podium after a great comeback from 
10th on starting grid (also setting the 
fastest lap in the prefi nal). We talked to

J
After two seasons in JICA/KF3 and 
two in KF2 it’s your fi rst season in KZ2. 
What is it like?
It’s quite different, but I like it very much. 
I fi nd gearbox racing more fun, of course it 
took me a bit to adapt to the new driving 
style, particularly the gear shifting, not so 
much because I found it diffi cult but mainly 
because it involves different race lines and 
so on, but I really like it.

What’s the most diffi cult thing to learn in 
gearbox racing?
Defi nitely how to race in wet conditions. It’s abso-
lutely a nightmare! Contrary to what most people 
think, getting used to gear shifting is not diffi cult, 
at least not to me. I actually found it quite easy.

Which events do you plan to take part in this 
season?
I have already done the fi rst round of the European 
Championship, I’ve done few of the WSK Euro Se-
ries, and I also plan to do some races back home. I 
might actually do also the Viking Trophy.

You been karting at top international level 
for fi ve years now. Do you think the competi-
tion level has gone up or down?
I believe the level and quality of competitions is 
quite the same. 
The main difference from KF3 to KF2 in terms of 
competition, is that all drivers are more expe-
rienced and don’t do as many stupid things on 
track...

Viktor Oberg on the move in KZ2 at the 2010 Margutti Trophy. The fast Swede has displayed some 
great speed already at his debut in the gearbox class, and only technical problems prevented him 
from scoring a good result so far.
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CONTRARY TO WHAT 
MOST PEOPLE THINK, 
GETTING USED TO 
GEAR SHIFTING IS NOT 
DIFFICULT, AT LEAST 
NOT TO ME. I ACTUALLY 
FOUND IT QUITE 
EASY
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POB (Sweden) DOB 15/2/1993  

RESULTS
 2010 

WSK Euro Series – KZ2 (P.15 – provisional)
Andrea Margutti Trophy - KZ2 (P.11)

 2009 
CIK-FIA World Cup - KF2 (P.4)
CIK-FIA  European Championship Northern 

Qualifi cations – KF2 (P.18)
WSK International Series - KF2 (P.45 - 3 points)
Lonato Winter Cup - KF2 (P.13)
Swedish Championship - KZ2 (P.15 - 57 points)

 2008 
CIK-FIA Viking Trophy - KF2 (P.22)
Andrea Margutti Trophy - KF2 (P.16)
Swedish Championship - KF2 (P.3 - 184 points)
Göteborgs Stora Pris - KF2 (P.2)
Tom Trana Trophy - KF2 (P.4)
Klippan Cup - KF2 (P.12)

 2007 
CIK-FIA Viking Trophy - KF3 (P.10)
CIK-FIA  European Championship Northern 

Qualifi cations – KF3 (P.10)
Lonato Winter Cup - KF3 (P.1)
Andrea Margutti Trophy - KF3 (P.29)
Swedish Championship - JICA (P.2 - 223 points)
Tom Trana Trophy – JICA (P.1)
Göteborgs Stora Pris – JICA (P.2)

 2006 
CIK-FIA European Championship – JICA (P.22)
CIK-FIA  European Championship Northern 

Qualifi cations – JICA (P.10)
CIK-FIA Viking Trophy – JICA (P.26)
Lonato Winter Cup – JICA (P.27)
Swedish Championship – JICA (P.8 - 180 points)
Stockholm Race Weekend – JICA (P.1)
Göteborgs Stora Pris – JICA (P.6)
Tom Trana Trophy – JICA (P.12)

VIKTOR OBERG KARTING CAREER

What drove you to start karting?
It was quite natural for me, since my father is 
PDB importer for Sweden. I remember my fi rst 
approach to the sport, I was 3 and a half years 
old, I was a bit scared, I wanted to drive and I 
said to my father “I want to drive but please don’t 
start the engine”. This is how I started, then of 
course sometime later I really began having fun 

Above and left, Viktor takes his first international win at the 2007 Lonato Winter Cup in KF3. 
Below, the Swede pulls off a very good performance at the 2009 World Cup for KF2, and misses the 
podium by only 4 tenths of a second. His peculiarity, he’s always raced for PDB Racing team.
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and enjoying myself. The faster it was, the faster 
I wanted to go.

What will you do after karting? Do you al-
ready have plans?
I am starting to prepare for formula racing. Hope-
fully I will do Formula Renault or some other high 
profile international series, we’ll see.

Many drivers tend to step up to formula rac-
ing when they’re 15-16. Why did you wait till 
now that you’re 17?
Mainly for financial reasons. It’s not easy to find 
the right support and the right opportunities to 
make the step. I already did some tests last year 
with a Formula Renault team in Sweden, and I 
think it’s the right time.

What do you think about Formula 1 teams 
driver development projects? Do you think 
it’s positive that F1 teams look for future 
drivers in karting?

I think it’s very positive, because in karting you 
can really tell if a driver is fast or not. 
And considering that formula racing opportuni-
ties are proportionately based on your budget (the 
more money you have, the more opportunities you 
get) I think that investing in the right drivers is 
farsighted.

Besides having money and being fast, what 
does a driver need to be successful in mot-
orsport?
Well it’s difficult to say, but I think a top physical 
condition is essential.

... and what about the talent? Do you need it 
to be successful?
Talent helps, but not as much as one could think. 
You cannot develop a talent, you are born with 
it. But I believe training is just as important. The 
more you race the better you get, and a trained 
driver with no talent has more chances than a tal-
ented driver who doesn’t train.

In terms of results, what do you expect to 
achieve in 2010?
This is the first year that PDB is strongly commit-
ted to the gearbox project, support by Parilla en-
gines. We are setting the ground for next season, 
so realistically I believe we can finish in the top 10 
in the WSK and in the European Championship, 
but it all depends on how well we will develop 
the material. If we work well, we could even hit a 
couple of podiums.

And what about the national races you plan 
to do?
Well, in KZ there will be around 50 entries, so 
there will be a lot of competition there too. I think 
we have good chances of success, and I’m sure I’ll 
have great fun. 
Karting is getting more and more popular in Swe-
den, also with new drivers coming in the sport in 
KF2 and KF3. 
The federation is doing a great job in promoting 
the sport around local tracks.

VO
I remember my fIrst 
approach to the 
sport, I was 3, I was a 
bIt scared, and I saId 
to my father “I want 
to drIve but please 
don’t start 
the engIne”.


